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‘City as a Classroom’ - Work in Public Domain is one area distinctive to the college's performance.

PVP College of Architecture believes in "creating sensitive and socially conscious architects who can contribute in 
shaping our built environment”. With this hypothesis, we consider the entire city, as a “laboratory” for students of 
architecture where studio explorations and findings are shared with the “people” for obtaining their feedback. Students 
interact with the real world and day-to-day life of people, thus making the design resolutions more significant. The different 
dimensions of designs emerging from such lateral processes not only benefit the students, but multiple stakeholders who 
are part of various city processes.

The work carried out by the college as part of this initiative may be categorized as follows:
● Studio projects
● Relative Study program (RSP)
● People Participatory Workshops
● Collaborative Studios
● Workshops in Public Domain

The findings and proposals of all these workshops were displayed in the public or deliberations with the local 
communities, politicians, media and academic community of Pune. During the pandemic, our college created a website to 
virtually exhibit and interact in the public domain. 

To conclude, the academic initiative 'City as a Classroom' and the resulting work in public domain where 
exploration, documentation , and understanding enables students to get sensitised to the societal issues, as envisioned by 
the college stands out as its area of distinctiveness and priority.                    

PVPCoA's "City as a Classroom" initiatives 

1 Timeline of ‘City as a Classroom’ project from 2010-11 to 2022-23

2 Panel of Works in Public Domain representing key projects done over the years

3 IV Yr. B.Arch. Studio project & Workshop in Public Domain: Photos of the exhibition 'addressing 
multi-dimenssional enclaves of KHARADI'

4 IV Yr. B.Arch. Studio project & Workshop in Public Domain: Poster, Street Play during exhibition & Press 
coverage of the Kharadi Exhibition in the local newspaper.

5 PGUD’s People Participatory Workshop: Sustainable Development Goals: Handprint Lab at Parvati Darshan, 
Sahakarnagar, Kothrud

6 Timeline of Relative Study Program (RSP) of B.Arch. & PGUD & PGLA

7 Relative Study Program (RSP) for the academic year 2022-23
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PVPCoA's "City as a Classroom" initiative stands as a testament to the institute's forward-thinking educational philosophy, 
which harnesses the vibrancy of urban environments as fertile grounds for learning. Grounded in the college's ethos of 
nurturing socially conscious architects, this initiative encompasses an array of projects aimed at fostering students' holistic 
development and deep community engagement.
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PVPCoA's "City as a Classroom" initiative stands 
as a testament to the institute's forward-thinking 
educational philosophy, which harnesses the 
vibrancy of urban environments as fertile grounds 
for learning. Grounded in the college's ethos of 
nurturing socially conscious architects, this 
initiative encompasses an array of projects aimed 
at fostering students' holistic development and 
deep community engagement.
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● City becomes an open source of endless 
learning for students 

● Students interact with the real World

● Studio explorations are shared with the “People” 

● It not only benefits the student, but goes beyond 
in giving “Design based solutions” for the 
various existing “Issues faced by our Cities”
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4th Year students and faculty members of VIT's PVP College of Architecture, Pune, have conducted an Academic Exhibition 
in the Public Domain on December 24 near the Ganapati Mandir, in the Kharadi Gaothan, from 10:00 am to 06:00 pm. Title 
of the study: "Addressing the Multidimensional Enclaves of KHARADI." 6th in the series titled ‘Understanding Urbanizing 
Peripheries of Pune Region’. The main intention of the UDWW is to take the work done by students in the studio in the 
public domain and take feedback from stakeholders of the study area to derive context specific projects.
This exhibition got an enthusiastic response from the locals, both children and adults alike, People of Kharadi Gaonthan, 
Students of Pathare School with Mrs. Mohite (Principal, Pathare School, Kharadi Gaonthan), Shri. Mahendra Pathare 
(Corporator, Kharadi), Mr. Rahul Pathare, Mr. Ravi Aher (Sub Inspector, Chandan Nagar Police Station), Mr. Lakshman 
Navghane (Assistant Sub Inspector, Chandan Nagar Police Station)
The Director of the College Ar. Prasanna Desai and Co-ordinating Ar. Shekhar Garud gave important direction in this study 
as well as the corresponding activities. Shri Jitendra Pitaliya, Trustee and Secretary of Vivekananda Institute of Technology 
Trust (VIT), were also present on the occasion.
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Poster, Street Play during exhibition & Press coverage of the Kharadi Exhibition in the local newspaper.

Street Play as part of the Exhibition in the Public Domain

Swatantra Theatre, Pune helped to curate a street play for the 
Urban Design Winter Workshop, for which various training 
sessions were conducted by the Swatantra Theatre group for 4th 
Year students. 

The street play was incorporated in the Public Domain 
Exhibition to generate the awareness about Water Pollution & 
Waste segregation.
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The Sustainable Development Goals or Global Goals are a collection of 17 interlinked global goals designed to be a 
"shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the future". The SDGs were set up in 
2015 by the United Nations General Assembly and are intended to be achieved by 2030. Students of the first year 
postgraduate program in urban design, collaborated with SDG Handprint Lab, a local area study and sustainability action 
pedagogy for Higher Education Institutions. It is a pioneering programme by CEE (Centre for Environment Education) 
wherein the students chose an SDG, Target and Goal and worked on that aspect within the selected site.
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Exploring India through Relative Study Program: Why India? Affordable for all 80 / 20 students
RSPs as a lab.
● 1st Year: understanding art & craft of a settlement in Maharashtra (5-7 days)
● 2nd Year: understanding evolution of settlements across varied geographies in the country- in a small town (10-12 days)
● 3rd Year: understanding the city (10-12 days)
● PG UD: Investigating and manifesting the theme “Resilience by Design” in ecologically sensitive contexts (5-7 days)
● PG LA: Broadening the Vision & enabling to perceive multiple dimensions of “Landscapes” and to help develop ability to 

comprehend complex networks pertaining to natural or urban environment. (5 days)
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The Relative Study Program (RSP) broadens students' architectural perspectives by exposing them to significant landmarks 
across India. In the academic year 2022-23, I YR students explored Varak Village, Mulshi, Maharashtra, II YR delved into 
Sirsi, Karnataka, and III YR studied the city of Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.


